
OrangeMite Shakespeare Company 

THE WINTER’S TALE 
Auditions - October 23 & 24, The Barn at Tall Fir Acres - 6pm 

 
The audition process will be expedited for those who schedule their audition in advance with the director, 
William Wolfgang at wwolfgang@orangemite.org. 
 

PROCESS 
 
Music and dance play a critical role in THE WINTER’S TALE, therefore it will also play a large part in the 
auditioning process.  In the second half of the production alone there are six songs, two full-scale dance 
numbers, and many other musical allusions.  Each audition will consist of the following: 
 

1. DRY READ - Auditioners will be asked to read several selections from the script in small groups 
and individually.  If you are interested in a specific part it is recommended that you look at the 
“Suggested Preparation” scenes located on the following document. 

2. PREPARED MONOLOGUE (optional) - Auditioners will present a Shakespearean monologue of 
their choice best showcasing their abilities and skillsets.  This is highly encouraged if auditioning 
for a specific role. 

3. VOCALS - Auditioners will sing in a group and solo depending upon the previous stages of their 
audition and their potential role.  Some roles have more musical components than others and will 
be auditioned accordingly.  Musical examples can be provided to interested auditioners in 
advance by emailing the director.  Please use the attached casting chart to determine which 
character is part of solo singing. 

4. MOVEMENT - Auditioners will learn several basic movements as a large group to demonstrate 
their ability to learn choreography and move on stage.  All characters, except one (Leontes), are 
involved in choreographed dance during this production. 

 
Auditioners will be notified of their placement  in the production, via phone call or email, no later than 
Wednesday, October 25.  The read-through will be Thursday, October 26 at The Barn at Tall Fir Acres.  
 
Rehearsals will be Monday through Thursdays, 6:00pm to 8:30pm. Actors will not be called for every 
rehearsal; time commitment will be dependent upon the size of the role. 
 
Performances will December 8 at 6:30pm; December 9 at 2:30pm and December 9 at 6:30pm at Dover 
Area High School with both audience and actors on the stage. 
 

CASTING 
 
There are 15 actors needed for this production covering a total of 27 characters.  Doubling of roles will be 
done not only in the traditional Shakespeare model, but will be done to achieve an important aesthetic 
narrative for the production. 
 
On the following pages all information regarding each character and the roles are listed.  Please note the 
ages of characters in addition to special skills needed for each role.  This is an ENSEMBLE 
PRODUCTION, every role is vital, and will be cast accordingly.  
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ACTOR ROLE 1 ROLE 2 Suggested 
Preparation 

M 1 
Age: ACT 
1-3, mid 20s, 
early 30s; 
ACT 4-5, late 
30s, 40s. 

Leontes, King of Sicilia 
In a fit of irrational jealousy and paranoia, Leontes 
becomes the cause of the death of his wife, son, and 
the banishment of his newborn daughter.  The Winter’s 
Tale tells the story of his improbable redemption. 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

N/A 1.2.185 - 
1.2.206 
 
2.3.168 - 
2.3.180 
 
3.2.146 - 
3.2.169 
 
5.3.33 - 5.3.42 

M 2 
 
Age: 
50s/60s 

Antigonus, Lord of Sicilia 
A noble, just and upright lord, married to Paulina who 
desperately wants to save the life of the new princess. 
He finds himself trapped between loyalty to his soul, 
wife, and King. 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Shepherd 1 
A Shepherd of Bohemia attending the 
Sheep-Shearing festival. 
 
Vocals: Ensemble 
Dance: Yes 

2.3.182 - 
2.3.189 
 
3.3.14 - 
3.3.57 

M 3 
 
Age: ACT 
1-3, 30s; 
ACT 4-5, 
mid 40s. 

Polixenes, King of Bohemia 
The childhood friend of Leontes. The two kings are 
extremely close for the first few moments of the play 
until Leontes is struck with intense paranoia over a 
supposed affair between Polixenes and his wife. 
Vocals: Ensemble 
Dance: Yes 

N/A 1.2.68 - 
1.2.74 
 
1.2.442 - 
1.2.458 
 
4.4.422 

M 4 
 
Age: Late 
teens, early 
20s. 
 

Officer, at Hermione’s Trial 
The officer reads Hermione’s indictment at the trial. 
 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Florizel, Prince of Bohemia 
Son of Polixenes, who under the disguise of 
“Doricles,” has been sneaking out to see the 
Shepherds of his kingdom much to his father’s 
displeasure.  Florizel falls in love with Perdita, 
unknown to all, the daughter of his father’s 
estranged friend. 
Vocals: Ensemble 
Dance: Yes, Paired w/ Perdita 

3.2.12 - 
3.2.20 
 
4.4.491 - 
4.4.509 
 
 

M 5 
 
Age: ACT 3 
- 60s, ACT 
4-5 - 70s. 

Servant 1, of Leontes 
 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Old Shepherd 
An old man who comes across the abandoned 
princess Perdita and raises her as his own 
daughter. 
Vocals: Ensemble 
Dance: Yes 

3.3.58 - 
3.3.78 
 
4.4.55 

M 6 
 
Age: ACT 3 - 
Late teens, 
early 20s; 
ACT 4-5 - 
30s. 

Servant 2, of Leontes 
 
 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Clown, Son of Old Shepherd 
A well-meaning, but not too bright Shepherd.  After 
his father finds Perdita the “clown” gives a riveting 
account a shipwreck and bear attack. He also has 
a susceptibility for getting swindled. 
Vocals: Ensemble, Brief Solo 
Dance: Yes 

3.3.68 
 
 
4.4.690 

M 7 
 
Age: 30s 

Autolycus, a rouge 
A conman, swindler, and pickpocket.  He sings many 
songs, trying to encourage others to purchase his 
wares. 
Skill-Set: Accordion player 
Vocals: 4 Solo Songs 
Dance: Yes 

N/A 4.3.1 
 
4.4.275 
 
4.4.776 



M / F 8 
 
Age: ACT 
1-3, mid 20s; 
ACT 4-5, late 
30s early 40s. 

Cleomenes, a Lord of Sicilia 
Leontes sends Cleomenes on a mission to retrieve an 
Oracle from Apollo which he hopes will support his 
claim of Hermione’s infidelity, however it ends up doing 
just the opposite. 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Shepherd 2 
A Shepherd of Bohemia attending the 
Sheep-Shearing festival. 
 
Vocals: Ensemble 
Dance: Yes 

3.1.14 

M / F 9 
 
Age: ACT 
1-3, mid 20s; 
ACT 4-5, late 
30s early 40s. 

Dion, a Lord of Sicilia 
Dion does not understand Leontes’ jealousy and tries 
to carefully navigate the situation as the king erupts 
into dangerous volatility.  
 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Shepherd 3 
A Shepherd of Bohemia attending the 
Sheep-Shearing festival. 
 
Vocals: Ensemble 
Dance: Yes 

2.1.129 

M 10 
 
Age: 7 

Time, as the chorus 
A framing device for the production, Time will appear as several 
manifestations, harkening back to the imagery and timelessness 
of Leontes’ and Polixenes’ childhood memories. The 
metatheatrical nature of the character will be juxtaposed against 
Mamillius played by the same actor. 

Vocals: Yes 
Dance: Yes 

Mamillius, Prince of Sicilia 
At the beginning of the play, Mamillius is the sole 
heir of Leontes and Hermione.  He is still very 
young, but yet holds the hope of the entire 
Kingdom of Sicilia.  He enjoys storytelling, and 
leads with the foreboding, “a sad tale’s best for 
winter.” 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

2.1.3 -  
2.1.31 
 
4.1 

M / F 11 
 
Age: 
20s-60s 
 

Jailer 
The Jailer refuses Paulina’s entrance to see the 
imprisoned Hermione upon Leontes orders.  
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Shepherd 4 
A Shepherd of Bohemia attending the 
Sheep-Shearing festival. 
 
Vocals: Ensemble 
Dance: Yes 

2.2.5 - 
2.2.18 

F 1 
 
Age: 
30s-60s 

Paulina, a Lady of Sicilia 
The wife of Antigonus, Paulina is a highly moral and 
powerful woman.  She is not afraid of the King and his 
volatility, placing her in direct and dangerous conflict 
with him on several occasions. 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Dorcas, a Shepherdess 
A Shepherdess of Bohemia attending the 
Sheep-Shearing festival. 
 
 
Vocals: Solo & Ensemble 
Dance: Yes 

2.2.29 - 
2.2.41 
 
3.2.172 - 
3.2.199 
 
5.3.98 - 
5.3.109 

F 2 
 
Age: ACT 
1-3, mid 20s; 
ACT 4-5, late 
30s early 40s. 

Camilla, a Lady of Sicilia 
At the beginning Camila is a trusted advisor to the king, but after 
she refuses to take down Polixenes she is forced to go on the 
run. Leontes’ takes this as a sign of guilt and implicates her in 
conspiracy with Hermione and Polixenes. However, even after 
16 years of exile she dreams of reconciliation. 

Vocals: Ensemble 
Dance: Yes 

N/A 1.2.246 - 
1.2.264 
 
1.2.348 - 
1.2.360 
 
4.2.6- 
4.2.10 

F 3 
 
Age: ACT 
1-3, mid 20s; 
ACT 4-5, late 
30s early 40s. 

Hermione, Queen of Sicilia 
Is the strong, persuasive, and proud queen who is 9 
months pregnant and the beginning of the play.  When 
her husband accuses her of infidelity, at first she 
doesn’t believe it, but upon acceptance she fights for 
her honor and children, not for her life.  Hermione’s 
return marks an act of redemption, falling between the 
blurry lines of nature and art. 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Mopsa, a Shepherdess 
A Shepherdess of Bohemia attending the 
Sheep-Shearing festival. 
 
 
Vocals: Solo & Ensemble 
Dance: Yes 

1.2.34 - 
1.2.43 
 
3.2.21 - 
3.2.53 
 
3.2.89 - 
3.2.114 
 
5.3.121- 
5.3.127 

F 4 
 

Emilia, a Lady of Sicilia 
A young lady attending on Mamillius and Hermione. 
She is there for the birth of Perdita and relays 

Perdita, a Shepherdess / Princess of Sicilia 
A newborn in Act 2, and 16 years old in Act 4, it is 
unknown to her that she is the rightful heir to 

 
4.4.110 - 
4.4.129 



Age: Late 
Teens / 
Early 20s 

information to Paulina. 
Vocals: N/A 
Dance: N/A 

Sicilia.  She falls in love with Prince Florizel, which 
leads her on a journey to a home she never knew. 
Vocals: Ensemble 
Dance: Yes Paired w/ Florizel 

 
4.4.446 - 
4.4.454 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Roles also exist for crew and stagehands, including but not limited to: set construction, lighting, props, 
stage management, front of house, etc.  
 
Auditioners will be asked if they would wish to participate in any of the above capacities, if not cast, on 
their audition form.  We are looking forward to a rewarding and successful production! 
 
William Wolfgang 
Director, The Winter’s Tale  
wwolfgang@OrangeMite.org 

 
UPCOMING SEASON & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

● The Two Noble Kinsmen (May 18-19, 25-27, 2018) - Shakespeare in the Barn 
● Much Ado About Nothing (June 2018) - Dover Community Park & Downtown York 
● The Comedy of Errors (June 29 & 30, 2018) - Dover Youth Shakespeare Academy 
● Hamlet (Sept. 28-29; Oct. 5-7, 2018) - Shakespeare in the Barn 
● Henry IV, Part 1 (Dec. 7-9, 2018) - Shakespeare Upstaged (Location TBA) 

 
 

The mission of OrangeMite Studios is to involve the greater Dover, PA 
community in high quality artistic performances brought to life through 

innovative educational experiences. 

 
ORANGEMITE.ORG 
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